Dryden's genius was of that sort which catches fire by
its own motion; his chariot-wheels get hot by driving
fast.

COLERIDGE (from Table Talk)

POPE

If I could flatter myself that this essay has any merit,
it is in steering betwixt the extremes of doctrines seem-
ingly opposite, in passing over terms utterly unintelligible,,
and in forming a temperate yet not inconsistent, and a
short yet not imperfect, system of ethics.

This I might have done in prose; but I chose verse,
and even rhyme, for two reasons. The one will appear
obvious ; that principles, maxims, or precepts so written,
both strike the reader more strongly at first, and are more
easily retained by him afterwards. The other may seem
odd, but it is true: I found I could express them more
shortly this way than in prose itself; and nothing is more
certain, than that much of the force as well as grace of
arguments or instructions depends on their conciseness.
I was unable to treat this part of my subject more in detail,
without becoming dry and tedious; or more poetically,
without sacrificing perspicuity to ornament, without
wandering from the precision, or breaking the chain of
reasoning : if any man can unite all these without diminu-
tion of any of them, I freely confess he will compass a
thing above my capacity.

(from Preface to An Essay on Man)
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